Ann Arbor shopping

A buyer’s guide to campus cool

By Taryn Bickley

With its mix of historic homes, academic atmosphere, and quirky shops, Ann Arbor is an ideal day-trip destination for shopping enthusiasts.

1. If weekend entertaining is on your agenda, nothing says gourmet like Everyday Wines (407 N. Fifth Ave.; 734-827-Wine) and Everyday Cook (410 N. Fifth Ave.; 734-827-Cook) in the Kerrytown district. Owned and operated by Mary Campbell, these sister stores carry all the staples: Staub bakeware, Chilean cookware, boutique wines, and glasses in a setting that includes an open loft kitchen—welcoming visiting chefs for classes and private parties—and a café with a changing daily menu.

2. V2V Apparel and Home (415 N. Fifth Ave.; 734-665-9110). Also in Kerrytown, V2V is a paradise for one-stop shoppers. The bi-level store continues to expand on its mix of traditional design, modern fashion, home décor and accessories. Current happenings include a Nov. 15th event combining music, art, fashion, and design. The show will include a walking gallery, runway presentation, and local music, while showcasing designs by Jonathan Adler and Alessi.
3. A whimsical shop with clean, modern flair, Three Chairs Co (215 S. Ashley ST.; 734-665-2796), houses a sizeable selection of furniture perfectly in tune with the contemporary homeowner’s agenda. From upholstered sofas and chairs to designs by Herman Miller, Aeron and Beronet (a Canadian company specializing in solid-wood furniture) the store’s stocked with pieces that are both affordable and practical. Throw in a free design consultation and there’s really no excuse for putting off that bedroom remodel.

4. Originally an eight-member artist co-op (hence the name), 16 Hands Gallery (216 S. Main St.; 734-761-1110) offers goods from a revolving roster of local and national artists. Owned by Jill Damon and Rick Wedel, the gallery specializes in functional, everyday craft with flair. So whether it’s bird tiles from Canadian artist Xenia Taler, wood benches by Joseph Stearns, or pewter measuring spoons by TW Pewter Co., you’re liable to find it here.

5. Fans of the Shabby Chic style won’t want to miss Peartree (217 N. Main St.; 734-761-3333), a shop started by twin sisters Jennifer Schroer and Amy Bolt. Its charming interior has a feeling of cozy escape, with its selection of slipcovered couches, antique-inspired bookcases and irresistible chandeliers

6. If shopping has burned a whole in your wallet, head over to Café Felix (204 S. Main St.; 734-662-8650) for a traditional, albeit inexpensive crepe. Fans of savory concoctions will applaud the pencil asparagus and black forest ham, while those with a well-established sweet tooth should splurge on the popular market must-have: Nutella and ice cream. 

