The style sheet

A shopper’s guide to contemporary finds and mid-century design in Metro Detroit

By Taryn Bickley
Whether you’re adding to a cache of existing pieces, furnishing a new home, or simply browsing, Detroit’s got a bevy of modern boutiques to satisfy your style needs. 

1.  Linear Contemporary Furniture (409 N. Main St., Royal Oak; 248-682-0792). Eduardo Sabbagh and his wife, Sandra, chair of Interior Design at the College for Creative Studies, stock their sleek shop with loads of contemporary European pieces. In tune with the needs of their clients and the latest furniture trends, they opt to showcase prestigious Italian manufacturers like Moroso, Arper and Flou—which makes a brilliant line of beds, mattresses and linens.

2.  Arkitektura In-Situ (474 N. Old Woodward Ave., Birmingham; 248-646-0097) A destination for devotees of high-end modern furnishings, this store—owned by Andrew Fisher and Eliel Saarinen’s grandson, Ron Swanson—offers Europe’s top lines, such as B&B Italia and Cassina, along with 55 other greats. 

3. Italmoda (32968 Woodward Ave., Royal Oak; 248-549-1221) After arriving on the scene in 1993, Italmoda has become a veritable font of style. Owner Bill Bahoora buys exclusive designs from Leolux, Foscarini, and Arketipo and, in July, will unveil the highly anticipated Dolce and Gabbana Mademoiselle chair by Philippe Starck for Kartell. 

4. Vertu (511 S. Washington, Royal Oak; 248-545-6050). Concentrating on Mid-Century modern furnishings, owners Rob Rozycki and Roger Ellingsworth have outfitted their store with vintage wares from the likes of Florence Knoll, George Nelson, Edward Wormley and T. H. Robsjohn-Gibbings. Ellingsworth, of course, knows why mid-century modern continues to thrive. “The furniture was new and innovative,” he says, “and the design, which was avant garde for the time, still is.” 

5. Bright Ideas (220 S. Main St., Royal Oak; 248-541-9940). After starting out as a lighting shop in Rochester Hills, Bright Ideas evolved into a contemporary furniture destination, with styles from Denmark, Sweden and Italy. While they cite their leather couches as the most popular with clients, they also have a home-accessories section worth noting, with Hable Construction pillows and Chilewich placemats, among others.

If shopping has you hungry, head to the border for one of Windsor’s swankiest modern eateries, Noi (888 E. Erie St., Windsor Ont.; 519-252-8004). Sample the lobster, shrimp, crab and asparagus stuffed basa with saffron caper buttercream or their delectable Banana Berry baklava, made with candied pecans and run-macerated berries.

And lest we forget…metro Detroit is also home to some well-known, international modern destinations. Check out their Websites for a sneak peek: Design Within Reach, designwithinreach.com; Ikea, ikea.com; Roche Bobois, roche-bobois.com; Ligne Roset, ligne-roset-usa.com.
