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Bobbi Brown started a makeup revolution in 1991 with a handful of lipsticks and a simple philosophy: “Women want to look and feel like themselves, only prettier and more confident.”  Her makeup supports her theory that, to be beautiful, women only have to accentuate their individual attributes in a natural and easy way.  Though the big day calls for some special touches, Brown advises brides to keep it simple. It’s not how much you wear, she says, rather how you wear it.  
Q:  How would you advise a bride to achieve a timeless look with her makeup – something she can look at a month, a year, or years later and not wonder, “What was I thinking?”

A:  Your bridal makeup should enhance your features so you look like yourself — at your most radiant and beautiful. Stay away from anything trendy or complicated. Stick to classic shades and focus on taking your normal evening makeup up a notch. Go for a slightly brighter lip color, define your eyes and add shimmer to your cheeks.

Q:  How should a bride prepare her skin for the day of?

A:  The day of, start by washing and moisturizing your face with products that work for your skin.  If skin feels oily, try a gel cleanser and lightweight hydrating lotion.  For dry skin, use a cream cleanser and a rich face cream.  Eye cream is essential, and it’ll help your concealer go on smoothly.

Q:  What products should I invest in to maintain my look throughout the day?

A:  Keep these essentials handy for touch-ups on your wedding day:

1. Pressed Powder Compact to keep your face shine-free for pictures.

2. Lipstick. Lipstick is the first thing to fade after a long day

3. Eye drops, in case you cry.

4. Fragrance. Find a mini size of your favorite scent.

Q:  Does waterproof mascara really work?

A:  Waterproof mascara is definitely the way to go for weddings.  It’s formulated to be longer wearing than regular mascara.

Q:  What type of look appears the best on camera?

A: Start by thinking about when and where you’re getting your picture taken.  The natural lighting of an outdoor photo session makes a little makeup look like a lot, so use a light hand.  Indoor flash lighting can wash you out and make you look pasty, so the right concealer and foundation is key.  If you have a very oily T-zone [forehead and nose], apply an oil-control face lotion applied before your foundation.  Powder with warm yellow tones of powder.  Contrary to popular belief, “translucent” powder is not invisible and actually looks chalky on skin.  Skip overly frosted lipstick or eye shadow.  They reflect light and look shiny in pictures.  The exception to the rule is sheer, shimmery eye shadow, which is pretty when used sparingly (but don’t layer shimmer on shimmer).  Define lips with lip pencil that’s a similar tone to your lipstick, and keep things soft by lining lips after applying lipstick.

Q:  Are dramatic eyes okay for day?
A:  Lining your eyes all around (upper and lower lash lines) is the easiest way to create a dramatic eye that works for day.  Look for deep shades of liner like smoke, mahogany, or navy.  Black mascara on upper and lower lashes adds more impact.

Q:  How do day and night looks differ?  What about a bride whose ceremony is in the day but her reception is at night? 

A:   Lighting is softer at night so makeup can be slightly stronger and brighter.  Make lips look dramatic with a shade a bit richer than what you wear for day; if you normally wear a berry gloss in the daytime, switch to a wine or burgundy lip color for night.  Adding a little shimmer to eyes or cheeks is another easy way to go from day to evening.

Q:  If you’re doing your own makeup (without help from a professional) what are three key items you need?  Any tips on application?  How can you make your eye shadow last without creasing?

A:  If you decide to do your own makeup, visit a local makeup counter before the wedding to ask for help designing a look.  Three key items you need are concealer, sheer pressed powder and lip color in a shade you love.

To make your eye shadow last, don’t apply eye cream to your eyelids.  The added emollients in the cream will make your makeup slip right off.  Before applying any eye makeup, dust face powder on lids with a velour puff.  Use powder shadows, which last longer than cream shadow formulas.

Q:  Finally, would you suggest having a make up artist do up the bride once before the actual day?

A:  Before even deciding on a makeup artist make sure to ask if they have ever done wedding makeup before and ask to see pictures.  Always meet with the artist to do a dry run of the wedding makeup before the big day to ensure that you like the way it looks. This trial run will allow plenty of time for you to make adjustments.  Hiring a makeup artist without trying them out first could lead to disaster, and that is the last thing you want on your wedding day.

