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As the holiday season shifts into high gear, the happy flurry of invitations brings fun, as well as the demands of proper etiquette. Rapidly filling social calendars mean it’s time to begin stockpiling host/hostess gifts. Assistant Style Editor Taryn Bickley scouted local shops to help party-goers get the best stash before the rush begins.

1. Chocolates make any holiday gathering sweeter, and local Morley Candy Makers (436 S. Main St., Rochester; 248-656-2590 and 23770 Hall Rd., Clinton Township; 586-465-5800) have enough variations to satisfy a crowd. Choose from house favorites such as coconut clusters and pecan torties, or wrap up a canister of their decadent almond peacandy popcorn crunch — the quintessential guilty pleasure. If your host has children, consider arriving with seasonal cupcakes in hand. The Cupcake Station (136 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham; 248-593-1903) bakes confections in traditional winter flavors such as vanilla, spice and mint. Decorations include holly leaves, berries and trees — there’s even a coconut snowman with chocolate-chip eyes. 

2. The quirky creations and cheerful displays at Catching Fireflies (3117 W. 12 Mile Rd., Berkley; 248- 336-2030, and 203 E. University Dr., Rochester; 248-650-3318) never disappoint. Snag some miniature beaded wreaths, ice kebab drink molds, and shooters by Fred, along with Aunt Sadie’s holiday candles in sentimental winter scents such as gingerbread, candy cane and bayberry.
3. For an evening event, arrive with a Michigan vintage from Simply Wine (180 Pierce St., Birmingham; 248-290-0476), a shop dedicated to the top boutique wines priced under $15. Owner Ed Bosse recommends Peninsula Cellars’ semi-dry Riesling or any of the Leelanau-area L. Mawby Vineyards’ sparkling wines. In the mood for bubbly? Varichon & Clerc French Champagne has the perfect amount of sweetness.
4. Zingerman’s (422 Detroit St., Ann Arbor; 734-663-3354) is an Ann Arbor institution with an inventory capable of satisfying even the savviest gourmet. Best-known for their breads, meats and cheeses, Zingerman’s offers one of our region’s finest assortments of olive oils and vinegars. Opt for one of France’s last remaining artisanal olive oils, or for an Italian favorite such as Roi, from Liguria, which is dubbed the king of Riviera oils. If it’s vinegars you seek, it’s hard to beat their reasonably priced 8-year-aged balsamic. 
5. While in Ann Arbor, visit Hollander’s in the historic district of Kerrytown (410 N. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor; 734-741-7531), where you’ll find a supply of everything necessary to wrap or bag a good-looking hostess gift. Stock includes Florentine papers from Italy, modern wrappings by Roger La Borde and Snow & Graham, gift bags, and an endless array of tags and holiday cards by Great Arrow, Pomegranate, and Crane Creek Press. Shoppers will be hard-pressed to find a better assortment of finishing touches.
6. For an après-dinner treat, head to Smoky’s Fine Cigars (309 S. Main St., Royal Oak; 248-546-3093). Owner Elliott Arabo stocks his own humidor with the Davidoff Double R, the Ashton V.S.G. Torpedo, and the Avo No. 2 — all from the Dominican Republic. 

7. Art and design enthusiasts will be thrilled when you present them with a coffee-table book from the popular independent shop Book Beat (26010 Greenfield Rd., Oak Park; 248-968-1190). Celebrating their 25th anniversary, owners Cary Loren and Colleen Kammer have stocked their shop with stacks of cool titles, including Taschen’s #Decorative Arts# and Jewel Stern’s #Modernism in American Silver: 20th Century Design.#
