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Named for the French phrase “bon chic, bon genre,” which means “good style, good attitude,” BCBG Max Azria was launched to create a marriage of aesthetics between a sophisticated European silhouette and the infectious style of the casual, yet fashionable American woman. 

With the guidance and eye of founder Max Azria, who hails from Tunisia, BCBG has grown to encompass a collective voice and vision. 

After designing in Paris during his youth, Azria traded in the French locale for the warmth of California, and1981, opened a series of boutiques called Jess. Following a successful stint in retail, he turned his attention towards a new goal: Developing a modern design house for a savvy customer. 

BCBG was born in 1989 and has grown to include everything from junior lines, womanswear and couture to an upscale collection known as The MaxAzria Collection. It encompasses all things feminine: His beloved Max Azria Atelier evening gowns have garnered a sincere celebrity following (Hillary Swank and Sharon Stone both count them as one closet staples.) And with his chic suits, separates, shoes, handbags and accessories, Azria has strived to compile a lifestyle offering that’s not only contemporary and accessible but in tune with today’s movements in both culture and trends.

In usual Azria flair, the designer takes a moment to share his holiday wishes, New Year’s Eve tips, and biggest inspirations.

How has your international background shaped your American collections? “My upbringing worked in my favor by opening my eyes to different cultures, allowing me to merge my European influences with the needs and aspirations of modern American women.”

Today women seem to gravitate towards finding what works for her and sticking with it. Whether it's a shapely pair of jeans or a great cashmere sweater, the loyalty is unwavering. What would you consider an ageless staple and why? “A beautiful smile. In terms of clothing, our cardi-wrap looks perfect on any age or shape.”

You currently have an astounding seventeen brands included in your portfolio. How do you find inspiration for each of these collections, and do you have any particular favorites? “My greatest inspirations are my older children, and my younger girls; they always have such a fresh take on things. Aside from them, I get inspiration from many different sources such as art, music, movies and celebrities.  I also have a strong affinity for our designer collection,

MaxAzria. Consisting of directional, sophisticated designs, and a significantly higher price point, MaxAzria enables me to explore my creative vision full force."

5. With the busy holiday season upon us, what’s a fail-safe look that’s easy, yet stylish? “A dose of bold color always looks special, but if you're in a jam, the perfect little black dress is effortless and beautiful.”

Speaking of the holidays, what's been one of your favorite gifts to give and to get? “Because I am always so busy, my favorites are simple…to give time to my family, and to get love from my kids.”

Do you enjoy decorating as much as designing? “I leave decorating to my incredible wife, Lubov, who is also the brand's Creative Director. She is the embodiment of the aspirations of modern women: Wife, mother, career woman, and muse. Her design taste is impeccable.”

New Year's Eve is just around the corner and every girl needs a fantastic dress. What's the top silhouette this season? Essentially, every woman wants the same thing—to be chic, to look amazing, and to feel sexy. This season, it's important to keep the silhouette close to the body, with an emphasis on the waist.”

