Enviable Aesthetic

Luxe: Chicago

By Taryn Bickley

Located within a city whose vintage markets are teeming with classic English designs and iconic American pieces (think Eames, Knoll, and Saarinen), Pavilion’s Mid-Century French and Italian wares truly shine. And that’s just what owners Deborah Colman and Neil Kraus were hoping for when planning their store’s enviable aesthetic. “We wanted to be different, to do something that nobody else was doing in Chicago,” suggests Colman, who scours both Paris and Milan for the bulk of their inventory.

Having met while studying at The Art Institute of Chicago, Colman and Kraus’ mutual attraction for vintage collectibles lead to the store’s original concept. “To be able to find these incredible things and then make them accessible to people is a lot of fun,” Kraus says. “Even though almost everything is manufactured, there’s still that one-of-a-kind appeal.” Named for the ornamental buildings found in 18th-century France, Pavilion alludes to both shelter and luxury, albeit with a hint of whimsy thrown in. “Some people might associate the name with Mies van der Rohe and the Barcelona Pavilion,” explains Colman. “But we just thought it was an interesting idea without connotations.”

Catering to both lighting enthusiasts and collectors alike, the store offers designs by such notables as Maison Jansen, Willy Daro, and Angelo Mangirotti to name a few. Equally tempting are the Kraus-designed displays, which help commandeer the dialogue between product and possibility. “It’s a creation of an environment along with a relationship between items that wouldn’t normally be put together,” Kraus says. Which is why on most visits you’ll find the windows pulsating with juxtapositions of color and materials—stories created by the owners to help customers discover new ways to exhibit their treasures. “In some cases we try to create a context for the items,” Kraus admits. “Other times it’s trying to view a common item in a different way.”

Holding dear the philosophies of their mid-century counterparts, Colman and Kraus plan to continue experimenting, perhaps one day even including contemporary designers to their mix. “I’m not ready to share who,” says Colman with a laugh. “But I’ve got my eye on a few.”

