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1. Plymouth Coffee Bean Co. (884 Penniman; 734-454-0178). Start your day by fueling up with a decadent mug of Liquid “O” — a hearty blend of white chocolate, chai and vanilla — before tackling the shops.

2. R.S.V.P (838 Penniman; 734-455-7229).  Don’t let the small quarters of this stationer fool you — their assortment is vast and enticing. Overflowing from all the nooks and crannies are scents and sensations from Archipelago, Lollia and Barefoot Dreams, along with cards and papers from Cranes, Elum and Wooster & Prince, to name a few. If it’s custom invitations or announcements you’re after, then take a peek at samples from William Arthur, Oblation and Stacy Claire Boyd.
3. Haven (863 Penniman; 734-454-6562). The smart mix of old and new furnishings tucked inside Deborah Johnson’s Haven draws you in for a closer look. The popularity of their goods — vintage iron mirrors, antique wooden shutters, reproduction pot racks, Lé Pi de Provence soaps, and Cucina products for the home and kitchen — has them constantly restocking the shelves.

4. Mia Bella (853 W. Ann Arbor Trail; 734-737-9879). Kelly Karadsheh has filled her baby boutique with a variety of décor musts: antique rockers, reproduction tricycles, and plush blankets by Little Giraffe. The colorful shop even includes a pram by Silver Cross ($2,500), as well as toys by Haba and Jelly Cat.

5. TranquiliTea (5803 Forest; 734-459-9686). Pronounced #tranquility#, this charming store stocks organic loose-leaf green, white, and black teas, along with a selection of accoutrements fit for any novice brewer. Sample or sniff from the more than 60 varieties, including customer favorites Grandma’s Fruit Garden and Chocolate Mint. If it’s an afternoon tea break you’re after, then head over to Sweet Afton Tea Room & Restaurant (450 Forest; 734-454-0777). The quaint atmosphere will refresh and revitalize with an assortment of English delicacies. Try the traditional Ploughman’s lunch, which consists of cheese, crusty bread and a homemade side salad. 
6. Scents of Delights (580 Forest; 734-451-1885). Globetrotters will appreciate this store’s large variety of European wares. Browse the collection of Lampe Berger — the French air purifier and perfume dispenser originally developed for Paris hospitals in the late 1800s. Other lines include Pointe a La Linge candles, Bronnley of London soaps and a fantastic assortment of kiddie-wear from Kaloo and Bunnies by the Bay.

7. Sideways (505 Forest; 734-453-8312). An institution in Plymouth for nearly 30 years, this shop’s original space was once devoted to greeting cards and gift wrap. Sensing greater potential, owner Sharon Pugh expanded to include home goods, gifts and tabletop fashions from such vendors as Oxo, Nigella Lawson, Caldrea and Chantal. 
8. Before heading home, stop in at Boule Artisan Bakery (880 W. Ann Arbor Trail; 734-354-6980) for a fresh baguette with dinner. If a cocktail’s in order, enjoy the fall colors on the patio at Compari’s on the Park (350 S. Main; 734-416-0100). And their pomegranate martinis are utter perfection.
