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Reem Acra is recognized for her work with lush fabrics, texture, trimmings and detail. Before working in fashion design and bridal wear, she studied in Paris and New York. Acra’s wedding-gown career was launched when a friend asked her to designer her wedding gown – in three weeks. Acra says she’s “not just making dresses, and that’s the difference.”

She recently shared her thoughts on style and fashion inspiration with #Metro Detroit Bride#:

The First Dress

I still have a picture of it. It’s off the shoulder, very traditional. I had made the flowers myself. At that time, nobody would dare to put green leaves on a dress, but it was done in such a dainty way that really it looked perfect for her.

Her aesthetic

If you look back eight years to where the bridal industry was, and the big boom of plain dresses at that time, I went and did the opposite.

The Reem dress

It’s embellished, over-the-top embellishment that makes a bride look like royalty. You should look like a queen. Each dress has its own personality that matches the personalities of the brides. And it’s a very wide personality. Between the sexy, the traditional, the ball gown and slim gown, it’s every type of personality with an over-the-top look. 

Seasons and fashion

Each season, my collection is new. There are more ideas every season and it evolves. And there is some fashion in it. The industry is now a leading industry in fashion as well. Before, nobody paid attention; there weren’t television shows dedicated to weddings.

Spring 2005

I felt I wanted a three-dimensional look, so I went and searched antique flowers from the 1920s to the 1950s and integrated them in a very modern way. The theme was garden, floral, happy, fun and colorful.

Colored gowns

I’ve always used color one way or another in each of my collections. And I always say that one day those white dresses aren’t going to be white. I love the blue, you know, because that’s “something blue.”

Fabrics

I still love satin the most. I also use lace in a dainty way, but not all over. Of course, organza and the charmeuses are important.

Embellishments

I love to use gold or silver thread. That’s another way I introduce color. I also use a lot of Swarovski crystals and tiny pearls.

Styles

I love the illusion of cap sleeves – that strapless look, but with the sleeves. I love my scalloped strapless look. 

Inspiration

I get inspiration from everywhere – from my lifestyle, friends, from walking down the streets, traveling, from my architectural interests and interior design. Everything inspires me.

#Reem Acra will appear at Marshall Field’s bridal event Feb. 26 at Somerset Collection, Troy. Tickets are $15; 1-800-2-I-DO-I-DO,#

