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Mention the name Stuart Weitzman to a room full of women and you’ll undoubtedly hear murmurs of admiration and glee. After all, for more than 30 years, Weitzman has designed some of the most coveted shoe styles within the footwear genre, including those with diamond-encrusted heels designed specifically for celebrities attending the Academy Awards.

Even thought he was the son of shoemaker Seymour Weitzman, Stuart wasn’t always focused on feet. While growing up, he entertained thoughts of finance, going so far as to attend the prestigious Wharton School of Business. A chance prototype of a sketch had him forsaking Wall Street for the opportunity to work with his father, who upon seeing his son’s shoe model immediately had it put into production.

After his father’s death, Weitzman and his brother took over the company, eventually selling the rights to a Spanish company, only to buy it back in 1994. 

An admirer of fine quality and construction—each shoe is handmade in a factory in Southern Spain—the designer continues to rally for the workmanship and forward thinking that has helped maintain his label’s level of success and reputation. Some 80 craftsmen will touch one pair of shoes, and each takes six to seven weeks of production time.  

Weitzman’s attention to details and savvy business sense play a major role in his recent collections. A hands-on designer, he’s known for his pattern-making abilities and his use of remarkable materials like cork, Lucite and gold—materials that have spawned a loyal following. 

His shoes, handbags, and accessories feature originality in both detail and expression.

Weitzman, who still plays a part in the day-to-day design, shares his insights on holiday hits, the perfect evening shoes, and what’s in store for the future. 

You designed the world's most expensive shoes, which were studded with 565 Kwiat diamonds and had a $2 million price tag. How will you top this? “It's really more about the idea than the price tag. We've made shoes with jewels from the private collections of Marilyn Monroe and Rita Hayworth in recent years, which we believe added an extra element of glamour to Hollywood's most celebrated evening. (The Academy Awards).”

You create more than 300 new styles of shoes and handbags every year. Where do you find your inspiration? “My collection is created around the wants, desires, and needs of women. Certainly, muses who represent each of our varied clients are my inspiration, along with architecture and art.”

One of things that stands out the most in your shoe designs is the use of unusual materials.  What are some of your favorites? “Transparent materials such as vinyl, mesh, and chiffon, because they show off a beautiful foot in a sexy way. They’re also versatile in their ability to go with anything you wear.” 

There are numerous events and last-minute parties during the holidays. If you could design the perfect shoe to meet these needs, what would it look like? “Metallic peep-toes. Women love diamonds and jewels, and when it comes to footwear, metallics remind them of this … peep-toes show just that little bit, which is sometimes sexier than showing it all.”

Being an arbiter of style, what do you give as gifts to all your favorite people? “I always try to find something that truly relates to the person; something that really matches their personality.  When I get to know someone, I try to pay attention to their passions and their dreams, so when it comes time to give them a gift … I can choose th perfect item.”
